COS 522 – Theology in the Contemporary Church
ALPS/Tennessee-Western Kentucky/Holston Course of Study
Part I: July 31-August 1, 2026 (Zoom teleconferencing)
Part II: August 21-22, 2026 (Zoom teleconferencing)

Jack A. Keller, Jr., Instructor
311 Leopole Road
Nashville, Tennessee  37211
(502) 648-9743
jackakeller@comcast.net

Course Content and Learning Goals
This course covers significant individuals, movements, events, and theological developments from the nineteenth century to the present.
By the completion of the course, students should be able to:
   1. Understand the origins and theological tenets of liberalism from the early 19th century to the present, including its influence on process theology. 
   2. Understand and distinguish reactions to liberalism, including Fundamentalism, Neo-Orthodoxy, and Evangelicalism.
   3. Understand the historical development and theology of the Holiness Movement, Pentecostalism, and the Charismatic Movement.
   4. Understand the origins and tenets of liberation theology and contextual theologies.
Required Texts
Ed. L. Miller and Stanley J. Grenz, Fortress Introduction to Contemporary Theologies (Fortress Press, 1998) ISBN 978-0-8006-2981-6
John B. Cobb, Jr. and David Ray Griffin, Process Theology: An Introductory Exposition (Westminster John Knox, 1976) ISBN 978-0-6642-4743-0
Miguel A. De La Torre, Liberation Theology for Armchair Theologians (Westminster John Knox, 2013) ISBN 978-0-6642-3813-1

Reference Texts:
Donald W. Musser and Joseph L. Price, Eds., New and Enlarged Handbook of Christian Theology (Abingdon, 2003) 978-0-6870-9112-6
Donald W. Musser and Joseph L. Price, Eds., A New Handbook of Christian Theologians (Abingdon, 1996) ISBN 978-0-6872-7803-9

Required Written Work
   1. Pre-course paper assignment
   2. Mid-course paper assignment
   3. Final exam

Grading System
  Pre-course paper(s)     30 %
  Mid-course paper(s)    30 %
  Final exam                   30 %  
  Class participation       10 %         

Note Regarding Assignments: Failure to submit the pre-course assignment, the mid-course assignment, or the final examination will result, not simply in a grade of F for that assignment, but for the class as a whole.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pre-Course Assignments
Read Cobb and Griffin, Process Theology, in its entirety.
Read De La Torre, Liberation Theology for Armchair Theologians, in its entirety.
Read chapters 1(Barth), 2 (Reinhold Niebuhr), 3 (Bultmann), 4 (Tillich), 7 (Cobb), 8 (Moltmann), 10 (Gutierrez), and 11 (Radford Ruether) in Miller and Grenz, Fortress Introduction to Contemporary Theologies. Write a one-page (300 words) response for each of those chapters to the following three questions: (1) What do you find most intriguing about this theological thinker’s approach? (2) What do you find potentially helpful (or at least suggestive) in this thinker for your preaching and teaching in your congregation? (3) What do you find puzzling or problematic about this thinker? The total length for this paper should be eight pages (about 2400 words).
The pre-course paper assignment is due by Friday, July 24. Please submit as a Microsoft Word document and send as an email attachment to the instructor’s email address listed above.
The topic for the mid-course paper assignment will be assigned at the end of the Zoom session on Saturday, August 1. The midcourse paper assignment is due by Thursday, August 20. Please submit as a Microsoft Word document and send it as an email attachment to the instructor’s email address listed above.
Please scan and attach to the pre-course paper assignment, the midcourse paper assignment, and the final examination a completed and signed “Cover Sheet” indicating that you are abiding by the honor code of the ALPS-TWKH Course of Study. To access that cover sheet, please click here.  
Note regarding use of Artificial Intelligence (AI): The Academic Honor Code has been updated on the ALPS-TWKH website to clarify that all work submitted by students must be generated by the students themselves and without the use of AI tools.
