COS 523: Evangelism  -June 12-13 & July 17-18, 2026 – ON LINE COURSE
Rev. Dr. Robert C. Brown - Instructor
rbrown19911993@gmail.com 

A Word of Welcome
Welcome to COS 523. I look forward to meeting you and sharing class together as we seek to grow as evangelists and preachers of the Gospel!  Like You I am a pastor in the United Methodist tradition. My career experience comes from 43 years of leadership in parish ministry.  I have been blessed to serve alongside and mentor students from Emory University who are preparing for ministry as well as be in relationship with local pastors in ministry while teaching COS courses.  Evangelism is at the core of our calling to ministry “To share the Good News”  Evangelism is a primary task of Christians and the Church. Proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ to those who have never heard it, initiating new persons into the life of Christian discipleship, reaching out to the world in service, nurturing already-committed disciples, and equipping the Church for the work of forming disciples after the example of Jesus Christ are all (but not the only) aspects of faithful evangelism.  I pray that God will use the pre-course reading and assignments to breathe new life into your work as an Evangelist even before we meet for the course.

Course Objectives: Students will be able to:
1. Reflect on and articulate the meaning of the Gospel and an understanding of the Church as bearers of God’s Word to the world.
2. Ground a theology of evangelism in scripture, the Gospel, and the mission of God.
3. Interpret of the Wesleyan heritage of evangelism.
4. Reflect on and implement strategies and models for evangelism by the congregation.
5. Offer critical analysis of “electronic media” as instruments in the ministry of Evangelism.
	Required Texts:
	1.) Bible (Translation or Version of Your Choosing)
	2) Mortimer Arias – Announcing the Reign of God: Evangelization and the Subversive Memory of Jesus
	3) Scott J. Jones – The Evangelistic Love of God and Neighbor
	4) Henry Knight and F. Douglas Powe – Transforming Evangelism:  The Wesleyan Way of Sharing 	Faith


Pre-Course Assignments
Assignment 1 - Read Announcing the Reign of God by Mortimer Arias and write a one to two paragraph  summary of
each chapter. Each summary should convey of the main idea(s) of each chapter.


Assignment 2 - Read Transforming Evangelism:  The Wesleyan Way of Sharing Faith by Henry Knight 
and F. Douglas Powe. Write two-to-three-page reflection paper on your most significant learning from the book.


Assignment 3 -Write a one-page description of your current ministry setting including
a. Location
b. Size and type of community (e.g. rural, urban, suburban, campus, etc.…)
c. Demographics of the community (predominant age groups, income sources, etc.)
d. Demographics of the congregation (predominant age groups, education levels, family types, etc.…)






Assignments during Class

Assignment 4 to be given during the first weekend of class and handed-in at the beginning of the second weekend (This will include reading  selections from The Evangelistic Love of God and Neighbor by Scott J. Jones and writing a one-to-two-page paper on your most significant learning)


Assignment 5 – Community Engagement Project to be assigned during the first weekend of class and handed-in at the beginning of the second weekend (We will discuss the planning and process for this project in class)    
For this Assignment Write a Two Page Outline of the Project
Who – What – When – Where – How Much – Metric for Evaluation

	 


Grading:
25% - Pre-work Assignment 1 & 2
10% - Pre-work Assignment 3 
25% - Assignment 4 
20% - Report on Community Engagement Assignment 5.
20% - Class participation, including attendance and engagement with class discussion and exercises
