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Summary of Course Content:
This course interprets the critical events, developing institutions, and traditions of Israel. Attention is given to the earliest covenants, to the Exodus, to the rise of the monarchy, and to other events up to the eighth century prophets.

Students will be able to:
1. Articulate a historical overview of the experience and faith of Ancient Israel.
2. Provide critical exegesis of selected passages that illustrate crucial episodes or turning points in the history of  Israel.
3. Apply exegesis to preaching, other pastoral responsibilities, and issues of the present day.

Required Texts:
Michael D. Coogan, The Old Testament: A Historical and Literary Introduction, Third Edition (Oxford University Press, 2014) ISBN 978-0-19-994661-7
Terence E. Fretheim, The Pentateuch (Abingdon, 1996) ISBN 978-0-687-00842-1

Reference Texts:
The New Interpreter’s Study Bible (based on the New Revised Standard Version),
    or The NIV Study Bible (based on the New International Version),
    or The CEB Study Bible with Apocrypha (based on the Common English Bible)
Oxford Bible Atlas
Bruce C. Birch, Walter Brueggemann, Terence E. Fretheim, and David L. Petersen,  A Theological Introduction to the Old Testament, Second Edition
(Abingdon, 2005) ISBN 978-0687066766



Required Reading:
Coogan, pages 3-287 
Fretheim, pages 15-170


Required Written Work:
1. Pre-Course Assignment. Due at the first class session on March 16, 2018.
Provide a short answer (500-600) to each of the following questions and topics. Your overall response should be approximately 1500-1800 words (5-6 typed, double-spaced pages, using a 12-point font). Represents 30% of final grade.

a) What is the “documentary hypothesis” regarding the sources of the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Old Testament)?

b) The Pentateuch is sometimes referred to as “Law.” Is that a helpful or a misleading term to describe the content of the Pentateuch? Why?

c) Discuss the key features and significance to ancient Israel of the covenants with Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David. Include in your discussion citation of the relevant scriptural texts.


      2. Mid-course paper. Due at the class session on Friday, April 13, 2018. Represents 30% of final grade.

      3. Final Exam (Represents 30% of final grade)

      Class participation 
     This is an important part of the learning experience (Represents 10% of the final grade)




